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FOLKLORl FRONTIIRS 
FOLKLORE FRONTIERS is an independent magazine covering various aspects 
of folklore, particularly contemporary legends and culture. It is edited 
and published by Paul Screeton, to whom cheques should be made out <HOT 
to Folklore Frontiers). Address: 5Egton Drive, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool, 
TS25 ·2AT. Four-issue subscription is t6; US Sl4 only in dollar bills. If 
your subscription expires with this issue an X will appeal below: 

AN unsavoury tale to begin with. Paying an unofficial visit to 
Kellingley colliery, in Yorkshire, as tha cage taking Labour minister 
Peter Mandelson down the mine shatt lowered, up above a group at m1ners 
were urinating upon it. 

Vhether northern hard, hererosexual, horny-handed hewers of black 
diamonds actually unzipped themselves to show the1r contempt tor the 
southern champagne socialist they regarded as the pits is a matter for 
conjecture. 

The story was leaked to The Sport <24/8/98> ahead of the screening oi 
Living with the Enemv (broadcast 23/9/98> where an Old Labour union oti­
icial <t30,000-a-year and flashy car, ha hum> who spent a week w1th PR 
lobbyist Derek: "Dolly" Draper told M.andelson what had happened. Mando 
diplomatically made a vague response about charming chaps at the mine. 

The Sport also referred to old chestnut of Mandy visiting a chip shop 
in his Hartlepool constituency and mistaking mushy peas for avodcado 
mousse. More significantly, The Sport made the "Cabinet leak• front page 
splash, whereas his tired local rag, the Hartlepool Mail snootily or 
fearfully ignored the story. Despite·its northerly circulation area 
covering former pit villages of Blackball, Harden, Easington (closures 
Thatcher> and Tony Blair's Trimdon <even more closures Tony Benn!>, 
where the ex-miners would have found the story a hoot. 

IT'S good to see an academic drop a howler as did Professor Ian Campbell 
in his review of Carolina Bingham's Robert the Bruce. William �allace 
led a victorious army at Bannock:burn in 1314 and beat the English <§Q! 
Teleg, 15/11/98>. The Dowager Lady Hesketh <22/ll/98> suspected too 
literal a viewing of the film Braveheart, as Wallace was executed in 
1305. The victory was Robert the Bruce's -- a man born just outside 
Hartlepool at Hart <or Essex>. Campbell in the soup! Did he read it7 

RE-READING back numbers of Fortean Times fo�esearch, I came across the 
following: 

A late night stroller in �raxham, Clwyd, was shocked to hear cries 
for help coming from a postbox outside the sorting office in Regent 
Street. A middle-aged mailman had been collecting late deliveries 20 
minutes earlier from the large postbox when a gust ofwind blew the 
door shut behind him. A GPO worker had been trapped in the same post­
box 25 years earlier. • <ELR> 

Funnily enough, the same day I had read the following: 
A postman was trapped inside a large letterbox for half-an-hour 
after a gust of wind blew the door shut. He was discovered after 
a shocked pensioner went to put a letter into the box at Wrexham 
and a hand came out to take it. <D Telef!, 31110/98) 

Do postmen ever learn? Are the tales related? Oh, c'mon!! !!!!! 
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l�t�S !litll,�f 
UBut it must be true, I saw it on the tally." Although a bit of a cliche, it Is to many people a truth. 

The distinction between fact and fiction is never more blurred (if there actually is one at all) than when 
we consider facts from the box. 

uoocumentary" The term is defined as a programme presenting factual material. And it Is gen· 
erally considered as such. However time and time again the documentary makers have been uncov­
ered as little more than soap opera directors. 

Recently there came allegations that October Films whilst producing a documentary for 
Channel 4 on the plight of some of our residential care homes, "Stretched" the facts a bit. Well 
stretched them a lot to be honest. lt is claimed that the crew enrolled orphan kids from a 
Nottinghamshire care home to play homeless beggars on the streets. They also ran coachloads of 
kids to Scarborough and filmed the, "Absconding" from care. The cherry on the cake though Is the 
allegation that they sent a 15 year old girl to a clinic to film her collecting contraceptives • then they 
posed her on a street corner as a teenage hooker on the game. 

Of course not all TV hoaxery is of such sinister material. Take daytime chat shows for Instance. 
The guests on such shows have long had celebrity status in the U.S. Taking their feuds and kinks 
from one show to the next. Collecting substantial fees in the process of course. And if you can put 
yourself through it, a consistent observation of our own chat shows reveal the same old faces reveal· 
ing the same old titillating snippets about their lives. 

Recently the Jerry Springer show has been attempting to sue a bunch of guests who appeared 
on one show. The main thrust of the episode was that a man was going to confess to his wife that he 
had been sleeping with their childrens teenage babysitter • live on TV of course. 

However it transpired that the husband was in reality a stand up comic from Toronto, as were 
the wife, the babysitter and the babysitter's boyfriend (a lot of comedians in Toronto eh?) Anyway 
when it hit the fan the show has attempted to sue the guests for $50,000, claiming that they have dam­
aged the credibility and integrity of the show (?). Unfortunately for the show, it was subsequently 
revealed that two of the producers actually had full knowledge of the seam. Ooops. 

But of course us cynical Brits would never fall for such a hoax now would we? Oh no. Well, 
just look at the commotion caused over the famous Ghostwatch debacle hosted by Sarah Green . 
Staged and presented in documentary fashion it caused a furore with live footage of poltergeist behav-
lour. 

Then there is the pair of cowboy builders shown in Channel 4's programme, "Rogue Males". 
The highlight being when the pair were plastering a ceiling with a yard brush. The retelling of this inci· 
dent will have caused many a chuckle over a pint. But all crap I'm afraid. Staged as well as any RSC 
production of Macbeth. 

Fake TV is not as many would believe, a recent phenomena. A decade or two one of the most 
infamous cases of staging involved none other than Wait Disney and his Wonderful world of nature 
series. One word • Lemmings. lt was on the evidence of this one film that the enduring tales of lem­
mings committing mass suicide over cliff edges in a response to overpopulation, was sprung. Further 
suggestions that the whole death leap scenes were staged began to circulate from the alleged testi· 
monies of members of the film crew who admitted a certain amount of herding had been involved. 

However more recent zoological studies of the little critters showed absolutely no evidence of 
such suicide yearnings. Perhaps they'd discovered Prozac? 

But you can't keep a good tale down, and it was not long before doubts were poured on the 
validity of this anti-suicide idea. The observed groups were simply to small, they were not observed 
for long enough. etc. etc. You pays your money ... 

But does it matter? Well as a folklorist, I've got to say not to a jot. The important thing about 
the so· called news is the perception of the viewer. Of course many, probably the vast majority, would 
be appaled at such an idea. The news should be, well the news. The truth. But even the concept of 
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truth is a hazy one, for all truth is simply a personal opinion of the facts and is subjected to a rigorous 
filtering by decency, acceptability and quite simply political bias. No truth is ever an absolute. Honest. 

Changing the subject somewhat, it's good to see that police forces have 
begun to make good use of technology. The suspect on the left was 
made up using Northumbria police's E-Fit software which was developed 
to put an end to all those Frankenstein monster type photofit jobbies. 
Yeah, right. If you do happen to see this guy wandering around, I'd be 
more inclined to phone the zoo rather than the police. 

And staying with technology (Links A' Us, eh) I have just thrown 
myself into the microchip sea, so if any of you have Internet access, and 
can tear yourself away from web searches of Japanese schoolgirls etc, 
please feel free to drop me a line: johntait@btlnternet.com 

- joM T ... il' 

DEAD VEimY. In 
our blonde icons 
occasional series, 
singer 'iendy 0. 
Villiams was one 
subject <FF21:7-10) 

Sadly ihis feisty 
American has been 
shot dead. However, 
before I could take 
notes from the ob­
ituary in Loaded, 
my son spirited it 

to .Spain after my 
dau�hter's wedding. 

loW .. �N':N��.��.!�.��,��:���-5����' 
hope to conc:eivt�. I 

If Truth be 11,.nger ttoan Fiction then you nNd look no furth, than the "Gornal Monatroalty" for 

unqueatlonable proof. . 

Juat another Gomal !.gand. you may be tempted to acoH. Believe me it ia no legend. People to whom 1 have 

spoken have aeen it. handled it, and recoiled from the sheer loathaom�asa of thia 'Thing' which waa a direct 

contradiction of all the lawa af orderly Nature. � 

True. this horr ibly groteSQue 
creature is no more. Who, on 
eanh would wish to preserve 
such 11 vi le specimen of f lesh 
�md blood? But we do ha...e 
tad'.!d photographs to pro...e 
rntt this was no figment of 8 
chstraught imaganauon. 

Let me outline the rele\o'8nt 
leers. 

Hf:!rbert Steven�t was B 
Jobbing farm ·labourer who 
hired oul his skills to local 
htrrtiers."Work must ha ve been 
& tmle scarce a century ago 

· because in the mid-1880"s 
Hcrbert was WOfking as s 
'Nipht-aHe mon' for S&dgley 

I U.D c. 
�c·�· those v.tho ere too young 

to ccrnorehend I s hould explain 

that a 'night-sile mon·w�s one 
�o clea ned out earth-closets 
rn thc,se far-eH .days before 

· def::: sewerage 6n� flush 
lf!VIHOflf!li. lt WIIS an 
unpl�asllnt �nd smelly job, 
;-,i!f�t:':l th� nf.Loo to do the wori< 
iro trlE! sm111! hours of the 
r.oo�rotnc: 

Ht rt-ert was busily o:-.r.upie.:! 
Y>-111' tne task nf er1Nyir.g or><! 
pa:rrt�:.JIG� ea::h C"IOS!!t. Hoe 
i� ...... �red his tOng·htmdt&d ladle 
tr.:o:. lh£: mMSy, <T\urk't· depths. 
In me dtm lignt ��e tho��h! t!"ll!t 

. ne saw somethi:-v.� move ''A 
h•rvr. ra�". h6 told hrmself 

Th€ crt�llture war. still movin� 
sround in the scoop when 
rlar�rt brought 1t tc ttte 
t•.Jrtt�ce. 

Much to his astonishment he 
· couid see that it was cena inly 
1 ne• rat. He peered closer. In ' rNtn')' ways it ·reNtmb4ed a 

mrwl'f·OOm chi ld. Then he 
be9an to rea lise that the 
protESQUi9 form was aotn•­
tt>in�. the li6re of which, he 
had nevttr ...,. bef�. 

He cleaned the 'thing' up as 
best he could tf:ten hurried 
eround tc. the local doctor, 
Doctor St. BaUenden. The 

• mo�strosity was still showing 
iatnt siQn� of life. Or. Ballenden 
QUickly sent for two spec'alists 
but despite the;r efforts at 
rf:ssucitatron. the ' t h t n g ' 
t!JIP•fEC 

���rt took rt to h1s homP. in 
I'J'!I:.';' Strtret, Gorna: Wood. 
()let': G�mal readers may 
•ec.a!' tt"\e Stevens family of 
t��· ... �;;1re-e1 Mrs Stl'�n�. sold 
fj:;l·. i''lC ChipS. gr£<� ·yay�·. 
�:oq·, puddin' and feggotts 

from the �less bnrw-'uss 
whiCh was .attached· to. tt•ir 
�ge.�· 

.But � 1o the monstrosity. 
In thel seclu�lon of his home 
Herbefcas able to o.umine it 
even e closely. He could 
scar c be liew the e vide noe 
which tey before him. 

The Creature had elpht Jec;;la, 
fo ur talla.'three bodlea, .tght 
teeth, a mtnieture �1'\em'a 
trunk at the b.ck oHt'a head, a 
dog'a upper Jaw. the klwer 
jaw of a pig. and four eara. A. 
pinky-silvery fu� covet&d lt'a 
body and during it's brief life rt 
had surveyed the world 
throuph two pairs of eyea. 

That of course. was e 
century ago, but for many vears 
afterwards the monstrosity 
was preserved by the SiE've."�s 

family. 

I 
Sixty-six y� old J� 

Stewn&.I"Cf � Grow .  
Lower Gomall i s  a gnulC-

1 nephew of. tf•rbart. He 
cor.firm&d that ie. hbd uen and 

· ectuall�· handlfKf � 'thrng· 
manl' times. "tt.� l"ff more 
than n'ne or tea inchN long ··. 
he told me. 'iAnd however 
much you examined ft ft was 
dtfficult to bel� that such a 
monstrosity· had ever 
•.dsted". 

Active pcns1oner. Mra. Vera 
: Beardamore. who lives in 

P\ank's lane, Wombourne is 
old Herben 's grand-caughter. 
She is a cousin of Jad Stevens 
and she. loo. has vivi d 

1 recollec1ions of her grand­
/ father's loathsome keepsalo..e. 

She. too. has handlt>d it. 
e)J!mtned it and, as � young 

. ch1ld. she h�� rtK:oiled from t hll 

sh�;� horror of ifs loathsome­
� 

Monawf, in her well­
£iocumented family scrap-bOo'; 

. she has -4Jreserved an ac:tual 
photvgrnph of ·the cr6tUr-e. 

: Two phot�raphs. in fad. They 
were taJten by a relative and 
d&p1ct the front and badt view 
of the 'Thing'. Unfonunately, 
the pictures ere not of the 
c;uality one would like but they 
still show suHicient detail to 
ino1cate the grotesqueness of 
thl!> barely bel•evable frea k of 
natwe 
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From the recesses of ·thell 
memor �es some readers may 
be able to verify the exis tence 
of the 'Gornal Monstrosity'. 
Herbert Stevens often hawked 
rt around the Gornal and 

Sedgle!y ;>ubs Urged on by 
cunosrty many people made 

the pilgrimage to see tt et th"' 
Stevoem>' home in New Street 

Somewhat understandabl; 
the 'th1ng' suffered en 
ignommous end. lt came to bF­
regarded by succeed1nl1 
members of the family as t: 
creature of ill-luck er,c; 
somet 1me after old Herben·s 
death rt was thrown on to ltH: 
f1 1e . where, aided by the draw 
plate rt was QUICkly r&duc�1 t..:.. 
l11tle more than a memory 

Do you remember tht- �·l .... 
horror l1lms about werewolve: 
vamnHes and such crea:u;e::: 
At the end of those films. anJ ::· 
p 1 e v e n t u s f r o m h a v : r. ·.! 
n1ghtmare!:-. a comfon•ng V":J•'-";. 
would try to reassure us th.;-.· 
"There were no such thinQ!. · 

Well as fa: as the G0rr·,;,, 
MonsJro5tty rs cor.cerne::: 

"There was �uch a Thmp 

<Black 
coun:tr"y 
Bugle, 
December, 
1985. Cr: 
Paul 

Lester) 

... How do you want it- · 
i_!illed or boiled?" 
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The Earth Hound-a Living 
Banffshire Belief 

In 1950, the Peopk's journal of 24 June contained a paragraph about 'yird pigs' or 
'earth huns'. They were said to be 'really rats and ... only found in graveyards' (Pj, 
24 June 1950). Further investigation turned up a reference by the Reverend Walter 
Gregor in 1881, the oldest one so far identified. He spoke of 'a mysterious dreaded 
sort of animal, called the "yird swine" . .. believed to live in graveyards, burrowing 
among the dead bodies and devouring them' (Gregor 1881, 130). 

More information came from the archives of the Department of Natural 
History of the National Museums of Scotland. A letter written by A. Smith, 
Rayne School, Wartle, Aberdeenshire, dated 11 December 1917, to James 
r�t.:hi� :� E-!inb•.!rgh, rP.lates how the father of one Archibald, Gardener at 
Warthill, 'remembered quite well his father turning up one (an "earth hund") 
in its nest when ploughing in the haughs of Deveron about 50 years ago. He 
(the father) tried to kill it with his foot, but it bit and cut his boot, and he 
killed it with a "swingle-tree" and brought it home. It was brown in colour 
somewhat like a rat, but had a long head like a dog's-(hound's), and a tail 
bushier than a rat's, but he could not say how bushy. Their nests were from 
time to time turned up by the plough, but the animals themselves were very 
rarely seen, reputed to frequent churchyards. This was in the immediate 
neighbourhood of a churchyard which was eventually disused owing to the 
firm belief that it was infested with earth-hunds. They invariably lived in the 
immediate neighbourhood of water, and their nests were in haughs. 
'Archibald saw this one himself, has quite a distinct recollection of it, and says 
all the neighbours were interested to see it, and all agreed it was an eanh-hund 
from its appearance, though it did not transpire whether any of them were 
acquainted with the animal before . ... He describes it as being something 
between a rat and a weasel, and about the size of a ferret, head very like that of 
a dog, and I think he said the tail was not very long. At a casual glance it would 
be mistaken for a rat, but was quite unlike on close examination.' 

There is also a note by the same writer, with the same date, but posted on the 
following day. It reads as follows: 

'Had occasion unexpectedly to visit Mastrick on W.S. business about 10 p.m. tonight. 
Did not see the old man, who was presumably in beri. Asked Olbcut the supposed earth 
hund, with undernoted result. 
lt was not this season but 2 years or so ago it was killed. 
lt was turned up by the plough (by Jas. Mclntosh, I think). 
It ran along the furrow some distance before it was killed. 
His recollection was that it was about the size of a rat. Asked

. 
a�ut �olour, he thought 

Jt was like a dark rat. It had feet like a mole, and a tail about halt as long as a rat's. 
Head was long and nostrils very prominent. suggesting a pig's. Head somewhat like 
that of a guinea-pig. 
It had noticeable white "tusks", whatever that might mean-(probably incisors). 
Other members of the family added the latter details. 
Some reference, vague, was made to some large heap or heaps occurring on the farm 
credited by their father to earth-hunds. 
Mastrick is about 10 minutes' walk from here, and curiously enough is dose to the 
churchyard .... ' . 

£v�� today •
. 

ther
.
e seems to be a belief in these creatures. In April 1990, when A.F. VlSJted a fnend m Keith, that sprawling three-part Banffshire town, conversation turned to the earth hound. 'They're atween a rat an a rabbi t, • he said. 'They live in graveyards. They howk doon an cleek intae the coffins .. .. Aye, I'll tak ye tae far they are:·. V7e d:-o•.re t.�rough Fife Keith, along the DufftoY.'!l !'oad a_11d then by side roads, nsmg through forestry plantations and bare hillside through the Hau'gh of Glass an� then a couple of miles on to the Hill of Dumeath, stopping on its 

shoulder JUSt before Beldorney Castle. 
Below us �as Walla �r

.
kyard. Instead of a road to it, there was only a wide fenced-off �m? of field, giVIng access down a steepish slope in dry conditions, but 

surely not m 1ce or snow. The kirkyard stood on the edge of the River Deveron alone, remote from any church. 
' 

. 
We walke� amon�st the stones. The oldest dated to 1741. There were new graves 

m an extension agamst the old wall. My friend looked intently around the stones where someone had cleare� weeds and bared the earth, searching for scrapes and scratch marks, but Walla Kirkyard revealed none of its mysteries. No earth hound appeared, no reeking burrows were seen. . 
It is part of �e North-east sense of humour that a grim topic can be pursued in �ll apparent senousness, and this A.F. 's friend did. If he did not in his heart believe m earth hounds,· at least he never dropped his mask. 

REFERENCE 

GREGOR. REV. WALTER 
1881 Not�.s on the Fnllt-lort of North East Scot/nnd. London. 

ALEXANDERFENTON AND DAVID HEPPELL 

<Scottish Studies 1992-1993, No. 31. <Recently 
publ ished adds monitor Dr A S L RaeO 
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Buzz of excitement over 
. �£JiCJ§bQp�s�takeaway fiSh 

· ·t.·:.:��·:·.::�.;!:t r ·_;,
·
.� 
·
. t : :::i .. �·.,-:.- . . �-. ·-.·.�::->·(· .

... . : · · .. ;. : : · ·· · · 

· By Mlchael Fle�t · • � '.· · • 

A .VILLAGE teashop ·has· · become 'the centre of an ani­
mal rights controversy over a 
missing goldfish .. 
. The fish;. called Buzz, lived·· 

in .. a. ·bowl- placed inside a 
model. spaceship at the 
Rocket· Tea Rooms at 
Horam, near Hailsham, East 
Sussex, where he was quite 
content; according. to Philip 
Poole, who runs the teashop. 

But at a 40th . birthday 
party for Fran Ivory; who has 
the·· neighbouring riding . Right, Buzz back in 
school, one of the guests felt the rocket. Above, 
Buzz· should be liberated Janine Argent i from his bowl so she scooped -1 him· out. with a teacup and about it. The goldfish has the enough room to take two 
then spirited him away right to a life," she said.·· fish. We ·also make sure the 
inside a water-filled plastic Mr Poole was· given Miss · water is clean and aerated 
bottle. . Argent's ·telephone· number and that he is regularly fed," 

When Mr · Poole realised but instead. of tackling her, he said. 
that Buzz. was missing .he he handed it over to police;· ·Mrs Ivory said the incident 
called police, who found the who sent two constables to had "spiralled out of con­
fish swimming in a new bowl recover the fish. trot": She added: "We. are 

·a t  the. home of J a nine PC Andy Boydell,. w�o getting the cold shoulder 
Argent, who had taken him. returned the fish· in a p�astic ·treatment from·them an� so 

She was unrepentant ,yes-· bag of water; said:�·�we w�re ·. we ·have- boycotted the. · 
terday, after  Buzz· was .· a bit surprised whim we go( .tearooms."·, r�·�·· · ... 
restored to his rightful place. the call but after. talking to · Major Michael Goulden,. a 
''Everyone seems.. to. think the owner we· decided to act.< veteran of.D-Day who·served 
this is something silly but it and. get the fish, back. :After-·�withxthe� Roy'al� En.gineers 
is serious to m&� .. �:_· .. _ . all� it was �s omeone's'.'and:has owned the estate of . · "I.rsawo-this large fish in a property.',. .:·. �--•:.� ·\. :�:, · · •·•which:the·teashop·[s,part for 
small bowl and felt sorry for Mr Poole said he was right 40 years, said: "I think it is 
it and unhappy that. it was to call police. "Our family· all hilarious. Everybody has 

'·b e ing:. ;used...!.aSe.:,·a �. sales pet and one of the main. fea-·· been going round the":'estate 
gimmick." '·' ....... ,_� · · '� ' �: : .. tun�s of our,. tearoom had: saying 'Have you . seen the ' "I think it is-disgusting the been stolen. I could not just goldfish?' · 

way it was kept and· I have · keep quiet. . . :·: . .  · · -� "It is the best laugh we 
been speaking to the RSPCA "Buzz is m ·a bowl that has have had in Horani for ages." 

WRONG ANIMAL RIGHTS. Just as I wrote up this 
topic <FF33:3-5) came a classic case 
<Daily Telegraph, 29/8/98) 

; 

I i 'i 

RABBlE HOOD: 
In FF24, Xick 
Goss argued 
Robin Hood's 
fallibility 
(�) while 

,a French his­
torian claimed 
Hood was a 
raving homo­
sexual <.£2.) . 
It could have 
been worse and 

, him been 
Scottish .... 

·yes, one from 
the Daily 
Telegraph, 
6/12/97 I . .  
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t-A R:. ·o�htHObd�'iS� n ; . . . . 'IJ . .;"':, ,,. _ , ·"� �·:. . · . . . .. ··.· ·: 
t · : � · ·sc�-o-� ;t;ts m'rt-!h�.���:<�� 
f : j . ' ·. ; ' . ·J-{�1 ·�· ' . �t· ·�;� �< · · . · .  '"""iS' • :.-/':·,. w· �(;.:-� .-'J},�!ii'-• : ! ""\· � .,._-· ' lf:.'! } !' • ; •••• ;i �� �-t� iffi ; ; - .·:syAuslan.�ramb, Scottish c�rre�pon.d��� �\� f� 

• .  · · � · · -· � ;\' ,- .}, :<, , : .. ; • • r;\. IT ;IS � ·�lai� .that�ili ·rever- ·- includirig W.alface ---;t'IN:}!-o 
berate.throughout$herw�od �oug�t�'for�theu-'nah_?nal 
Forest and rouse:indignatJOn JdentltY. and refu��d t�Y��_yy 
in' Nottinghamshire . folk to the king.. · ,· - . '·{'·. 

! everywhere: .the ·.legend of "In Scof'!Ish hand�; !he fig· 
'Robin Hood is a Scottish ure of Robm �ood was r�or· 
f · t' n ·· · �-·--. -· · - 'J·: · · · ·.: ;.;mulated,'.'·-said Prof·l<:tught, crea 10 . ·- f th u · 't · 0r�·wales 
I ;An expert on .the .quinte�- ·'· o . .e . �uversi Y .. . . • 

sential English anti·authon· Cardiff. He was hybndised 
. tar.ian claimed yesterday in-various. ways �nd thena-ed 
:that  he was probably exported m a different· an 
modelled on William Wal- remarkably s�ccessful fo�

_
. 

1 lace, the Scots patriot whose ·�p_e .Enghsh hero �as � 
deeds were celebrated in the man· of deeds .and goo 

I film Brave heart. instincts who �presented �e 
r: ··Thetheorv ·was .advanced) loc�l.co�umty for colleC!Ive 
1 b a W€ �s·hman, Prof actiVIty hke money-gathenng. 

1 sfephen Knight,·who admit· In Scotlan_d, there w�re mire 
. ted that he was comfortable urgent things for . a POJ?U ar 

L Y:ST�R,'-Wednesday, :with the idea of "destabilis· hero to rep�esent_, mcl!-ldiP,g a . . - --- · E gl' sh myth" sense of natiOnal Identity. 
October'30,.'1996 . 15 

. 
mfn

an
a lec;ure to students, Pro� Kni_ght 's theory is 

L _. �-: ��,... •• "":"" 
l: just Tecove;jll�h�CiJl>'•· 

i phone rang :; . and his · 
1 manhood erupted again._ 
1 Then. -as he waited for . 
: an ambulance, his 

nei�hbours turned on . 
thell' TV.;,._; and the · 

sudden power surge Jeft 
him reeling in agony. ·• · 

1 the professor of English Li.t· contame� b�. a �·0��-.w��� \ erature said that the Robm paper • a te 0 · l' h I described in early ballads Development
h
o� th� Eflg td 

was a bandit who came to the Outlaw Myt tn c,o an , 
aid of his local commun!ty wh!ch h� gave at Edmbu�gh 
when it- was in conflict with Umvers1ty yesterday. 

h the abbott or. the sheriff. . Wh�n told of the latest t e· 
But in the hands of medi· ory, N1c� Broomhead! .a tour­

eval Scottish storytepers, is� offt�e.r .. for Nottmghw· 
this unrem'arkable figure shrre, Sal(l; Oh no,_no,.no.. e 

; was rein vented in the imag�, ·.Will figh� Jo t�� htlt to :��e� 
\ qp-eal:.life, �.'�abbi_� Ho_ods ·\'o'!� �n-��s�:Robm ?pod:� .. N��'\ 

LEFT: Preview to more dubious transmissions. 

�· NAZ·SEA:ENDING:-· 
' IDTLER'S deputy, Mar· Bormann �scaped ·: to 
. tin· Borm8.nn, is to. be Sou�h America. · 

buried at sea so neo- · It IS _now acc
.
epted that 

Nazis -won't use his h�. killed huns.elf �Y 
grave as a shrine. b1tmg on a cyanide pill 

DNA tests on a skele· in 1945. . 
ton found in Berlin in His five ch1ldren want 

, . 1972· . �.have· ·finally· the rskeleton· cremated 
., 'pr6vea·· . his' r identity, .. !lnd the ashes scattered . 

scotc�i:p.g rumours that m the North Sea . 



10. 
:XARSBARIAJIE FAITHFULL. Since I penned a lengthy article on Faithfull 
·<FF10:3-7>, the bisexual muff diva has written her autobiography. As 
wall as a girlfriend with a talking fox and Brian Jones' seduction 
technique including the Flying Scotsman, we have the inevitable entrance 
of the Mars bar legend. In Faithfull <Xichael Joseph, 1094> we have this 
�isclaimer regarding the consequent trial of Jagger and Richard& after 
the Redlands drugs bust: 

The trial went on for three days. Endless recitations of scenes 
from the corniest soap opera you've ever seen in your life, an awful 
sort of 'lronsides Goes to the Hippie Club' version of our lives. We ' 
were actually expected to subscribe ro this nonsense. Days of 
minute cross-examination about the woman in the fur rug. 

Detective Constable Rosemary Slade: 'The: woman was in a 
merry mood and one of vague unconcern.' 

Malcolm Morris (rhe prosecutor): 'She was unperturbed and appar­
ently enjoying the situation.' 

I had to sit there through all of this rubbish and say nothing. I 
felt as if they were talking about someone else. Their story went 
like this: a group of dissolute rock stars lured an innocent girl ro a 
remote cottage where, having plied her with drugs, they had their 
way with her, including various sexual acts involving a Mars bar. 

The first time: I heard about the Mars bar was from Mick shortly 
after rhe rrial. Mick said, 'You know what they're saying about us 
in Wormwood Scrubs, they're: saying that when the cops arrived 
they caughr me eating a Mars bar our of your pussy.' 

1 was amused at first, but my amusement began to wane: when 
the damn thing rc:fusc:d to go away and established itself as a piece 
of folklore:. 

The }.1ars bar was a very effecrive piece of demonizing rhar was 
so overdone, with such malicious rwisring of the faces. Mick rerriev­
ing a Mars bar from my vagina! lr was far roo jaded even for any of 
us to ha\·e conceived of. Jr's a dirry old man's fantasy, some old fan 
who goes ro a dominarrix every Thursday afternoon to lick her 
boors and ger spanked. A cop's idea of whar people do on acid, for 
Christ's sake:. 

lr was as if I were listening to an account of a pornographic film 

MORE AJIMAL 
RIGHTS TALES 

Mlnneapolls: �n animal 
rights croup has criticised· 
the Minnesota Vikings�·· 
John Randle for picking on a 
chicken. The group, People 
for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals, are upset by a 
television commercial in 
which the all·pro defensive 
tackle chases a chicken 
which is wearing the No 4 

·jersey of Green Bay 
quarterback Brett Favre. 

In the Nike 
·advertisement, Randle sews 
a miniature Favre jersey and 
then is seen chasing a 
chicken wearing the shirt. 

·T he ad ends with Randle . 
.standing over a grill , , 1:. reparing chicken. The . 

roup wants Nike to pull the 
d. 

<D. Telegraph, 
3/10/98) 

Two animal rights activists 
were proteSting at the cruelty of 
sending pigs to a slaugh�house 
in Bonn. Suddenly die p1gs, all 
2,000 of them, escaped through a 

broken fence and sum­
peded, trampling 
the two hapless pro­

testers to death. 
based on my life:! My life had been stolen from me and sold ro the 

guner press. 1 became very detached, I was in shock. I can see that Scotsman, 
in photographs taken of me at rhe rime. I have a perpetually 10/10/98 <Cr 
srunned look on my face, as if ro say: I can'r believe this is Dr ASL Rae > 
h��pening! 

.. .........-� ·· --- - ----·-

The book was written in collaboration with David Dal ton. Her (( \-V,.,dr� 1• p\�'f111� 
ghostwriter gets a mention in an interview with Xarianne MAc- '\._ 1-\CHp With '111� t.tt� 
donald <Independent on Sunday, 1/9/96>: MThe whole thing with rl!� 
the Mars bar hurt me terribly. It's not true and I'll never find 
it funny. It's not even just the Mars bar.The worst thing is that

� 
�� 

David <Dalton> thought 1 gave Jiml Hendrix his last fix.M � � Those memoirs were serialised 1n the Daily Mail ,  leading a 

� ,, Guardian <418/94> hack to ring the Mars makers to see if a mark- y 
eting campaign was in the offing, particularly as the Rolling � A �,.. 
Stones were also on tour. "We shan't be mak1ng a comment, said a rr � 
spokeswoman frostily. "We have no comment to make." <credit Peter . _,l_ 

" 
Chr� stie) 

Someone else unappreciative o! the publicty was Faithfull's mother, 

Eva. "She was ashamed about the mars bar gosslp and the g1rl in the 1ur 

ru£ stories," wr ote }l\ar 1 anne . 

DUBIOUS TRAISXISSIOIS. A category looked into at length <FF18:7-8i 
�7> and elsewhere briefly, this phenomena i& often taken at face 
value. Perhap& so, but are all •true• cases. 

• Vben deaf people began being plagued by receiving Radio 1 FM 
interference, •technology expert• Bob Tomalski said: "Hearing aids, like 
any other piece of electrical apparatus, can act in the same way as 
radio receivers if the signal i& &trong. Worst affected were older aids 
and people close to the 41 Radio l transmitters nationwide <Today, 
26/1/05). 
�aring aids in Vembury, near Plymouth, Devon, were picking up 
regular bleap& when the hi-tech system at HXS Caabridge wa& operating 
<Sunday Sport1 12/11/95), 

• Still in Devon, radio microphones at a church in Budleigh Salterton 
picked up a local line-dancing session as 300 worshippers took 
Communion <Sun, 1/11/97>. 

f The massive Hilversum mast in Holland gave a close neighbour music 
through her kettle. After appearing on TV, she was billed for a radio 
licence. •they can whistle for it,• she said, allegedly <D. Star, D. 
Sport, 20/3/05>. 

• Same paper, same police force. Derbyshire bobbies were receiving 
banter from Jorwegian fishermen having sex chats home with freak/hot 
weather blamed for interference <D. Star 10/7/95 and�). 

t A gold amalgam filling was picking up radio signals for one of 
Manchester GP Dr Philip Wander's patients until be replaced with white 
resinous material Clews of the Vorld, 10/12/95>. 

• A novel •aerial• for an unnamed woman was her contraceptive coil, 
her GP revealed in Family Planning Journal. She told him, allegedly: "I 
get this wonderful buzz deep inside me whenever I tune in" and wondereed 
if the vibrating sex tingle was •serious." His advice was to only worry 
if it picked up rubbishy-ratings Radio 1 <D. Sport, 13/11/95>. 

• While in the nether regions, a man was being sued for refusing to 
pay for a mechanical penis implant because it operated every time 
neighbours used TV handset& in Recite, Brazil (D. Star. 18/8/95). But 
bang on! Is this not the Star cribbing not from its own previous month, 
but another newspaper? Yes, back in FF22 we had the selfsame tale <� 
of the World, 4/7/93>. 

f Back with freak weather, high pressure was blamed by Stena Line UK 
when a cross-channel ferry entering Newhaven, Sussex, when instead of 
Bugs Bunny shocked families were treated to the BBC This Lite programme 
with sexy scenes <The Sport, 22/8/97>. 

TROLLEYS: Foundation sacrifices of cats, dogs and virgin maidens are 
common enough, However, the gods of the Ilkeston, Derbyshire, bypass 
were placated with 300 shopping trolleys deemed beyond repair <Guardian, 
11/6/91; FT77>. 
Supermarket trolleys <see Trolley Folly, FF11:4-6> suffer from 
depression, claim batty researchers! The shopping carrier& get the blues 
because of their daily duties -- and often develop a nervous tick in one 
of their wheels. It's all because the trolleys attract the negative 
emotions of fed-up people trudging up and down shopping aisles, says the 
t�am from Cleveland, Ohio, USA <D. Star, 2/5/95>. 

BQQZE 'n' PVBS. Full-bodily researched previously <FF30:4-70, The 
VansittartArms, Windsor, Berks., barmaid Jo Simons <29>, has booseted 
her boobs from 34B to 36DD in one year, drinking 20 pints of Guinness a· 
week <The Sun, 8/12/97> 

11. 

BRA-BARIAN CONES. Strange objects hung from trees began some issues ago · . .,_.'t..-�;:::":· 
<FF27: 10-11 >. Artist Antbony Wai te decorateaa 24-ft high council ...,. ... t ... � • 

Christmas tree with more than 100 bras after he complainedthat 1t looked 
bare. The 37-year-old decided to give the tree an upli!t, stunning 
officials at Jl'.argate, Kent. <D. Sport, 25111198> 
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SEEKERS OF THE LINEAR VISION 

I 

This uni 
research 
Cheques: 

BY PAUL SCREETON 
--

ersonal histor of ley hunting and earh mysteries 

It is good to see Paul's documentary of the ins-and-outs of ley 
hunting finally published under one cover. Originally it came out as a 
series of articles in Donald Cyr's remarkable periodical Stonehenge 
Viewpoint, and this reprint (with additions) is a most valuable personal 
view of the historical development (and personages) of ley hunting, from 
Alfred Watkins until 1992. 

Illustrated with rare photographs of half-forgotten, yet important 
(to ley hunting) events, and even more •period• photographs of some of 

the more prominent protagonists of earth mysteries. It is impossible to 
overstate the value of this work for the historian of geomantic research 
(for it is history already). 

I Seekers of the Linear Vision is a timely reminder of the fashions 
·through which ley hunting has passed over the years. It is a model 
showing us how much the present-day ley fashions - shamanism, death­
roads, dreamtimes, even paganism - can come and go, to be replaced by 
other plausible hypothese that fit the zeitgeist. The rancour that earth 
mysteries generates between protagonists of �inutely different theories 
is partly because of these changing fashions. Those who invent the 
fashions seem to resent those who question them, and vice versa. If one 
dares to question certain •celebrities,• even in the most friendly terms 
of goodwill, then one can expect to be vilified in print almost to the 
point of libel. Fortunately, this is something that Paul Screeton (to his 
enduring credit) has never done. Others are not so mature and balanced, 
as a perusal of certain EM publications today will demonstrate. 

As a bonus, this book contains a sort of postlude by the indomitable 
Donald Cyr, expounding his philosophy in The Science of Ley Hunting. 

Needless to say, it is a challenging piece. Overall, I would 
recommend Seekers of the Linear Vision to all qeomantic enthusiasts. 

Seekers of the Linear Vision 
Paul Screeton 
One of a series of large format soitbacks -from 
the Stonehenge Vtewp01nl journal. Seekers of 

I /he Lmear \irsion is the recollections of one­
time TLH edrtor and current columninst Paul 
Screeton. Modem ley hunting is about thirty 
years old and has its own-fascinating history 
which Scree ton retells with the eye of one-W!v­
was-lhere. The events will be familiar to many 

11n EM veteran but Screeton gives them a per. 
sonelend sometimes QUaint patina of age. His 

recollections of such ear1y luminaries as John 

Michelare charming. The ancient photographs 
of the 'old guard' are a hoot - check out the 
boyish Devereux on page 52! Included in this 

volume is The Sc•ence of Ley Huntmg by 

Stonehenge Viewpoint's editor Donald Cyr. I 

cen't agree that 'ley hunting' is a science at an 

and Cyr undermines his own thesis in the first 

line by stating that ley hunters are artists! What 

follows is essentially a ponderous trip through 

the old chestnuts; the statistical arguments, 

archaeoastronomy, Ley Lines m Ouestton and 

(God help us) earth energies. Ifs time to put 
si this away (along with other 70s parapheralia 
like your old nares and cheescloth shirts). 11 is 
hard to take any of this seriously when you re­
member that Cyr was responsible for Crop 
Ctrcle Secrets. the biggest heap of pseudo-

scientifiC clap-trap ever written. DPS fTttc lt1 M •. ,;t'�J 

- N14t:L t'iNtmv. ( rcl-ll(u;�c F�VTI;U) 

Froa the •table of Stonehen8e Vle..,..J.nt Jn CelJforllJe, tbJ• J• e -11 
1lluetreted end •upr-ly -JJ referenced book. 

In e((ecl 11 1• • ••rJ .. of ertJcl•• fro. 1961-196# publJehed Jn that 
US journal, wrJIIen by the /JrltJ.&h Jey h..,ter and edJtor of Folklore 
Frontier•. To8•ther theee bu.Jld 1nto • co.prebetta1'f'e ecco..,l of the 
Jnve•tJpiJon of the•e l1111duepe fe•ture•. The•e JIH:Judll eo.e reference• to 
UFO. end the1r •••ocJetJon onth l•r• end etone cJrcJeL 

·AeJde fro• the euthore ,..,., •• SloneheJJp edJtor DoDeld c,- edd• eoae 
releled ertJcJ .. of hJ• ,..., to pro'I'Jde e fe•c1netlf18 pot pour1. - 11!11tJf fJI Nl) .. �S (#oiC�,.t:'llN vFt ,_,,-..,�I 

SEEKERS OF 
!tfi�l��!--�.YISiq� 
by Paul Sc�eeton Scrt'eton, founding editor of T/11· 
Lr_11 Huutrr, ha� posted fr�tg­
mcnts of th is hi�torv of ler 
hunting and le1· hunters in ,-;u[­
ous places o1:cr ntltn�· vcars, 
and they Are now gathered 
together for the fir�t time and 
supp leml'nted rl' s,,.,,.,,,.,� .. 
r,,,,,�,iut roitor Donald Cvr. .In 

times to com� thi� l.u�;e format \'nlumt' will prcw idc 1t bio­
gr,,phic;�l windnw on tlw kt>\ 
player� and tht' t'\'Oiution vf 
their ideas aln,ut the majtlr 
strands of 't•arth mnterie�· 
Thi� is an excellt•nt and worth­
while document .  (r'Co:'tiAIIIl ""t:"S ) 

• • 
� I 
• • 
• • 

'• 
•• 

•• 
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So is ·Tefusal ·to consider_.:Scierttific. evidence for cannibalism - · ; 
. · •  ·. !:. • .  : , ,. . . • � . . . . ' 

earirubaliSm is.not just.a taboo diet.dn. th� · L s�vo��- :�f :an · air ·crash. Cl�s have 
1 past generation it'has also becom� a �boo.;.- · cons.taJ1�y: been �n:tade : �at :sava��s �d . 
I topic. That -is w�y news of Ma� .eo� ·by - _'O

utsiders are canrubals . . . - - · . � . , ·
. 

. 
- ehris_ty Turner .lS already creanng blink- · . _ Europeans �ccused Afncans of canrubal­

ered Outrage · around the campuses and· · 1sm, and ·Africans accused Europeans of 
laboratories ·of 1he world even before it is - the same thing. ·The · Romans said that · 

I published in America next month. As we ' early 'Christians ate human flesh, · and the· 
. report today, this controversial anthropolo- · Christians said the same of the Jews. But 

gist has spent the past 30 years investigat- the lurid travellers' tales of cannibalism in \ ing cannibalism in the American South- Victorian encyclopaedias have dwindled to · 
west. His book provides proof for wide- a footnote by - their latest editions. · The 
spread anthropophagy until 400_years ago Man-Eating Myth, ' 1979, an influential . 

I among the Anasazi \'Ancient �nemy'_'), the book by William Arens, argued that there 

I. ancestors of the Pueblo Indians. His report_ .  . were no reliable, firsthand accounts of 
shocks both conventional wisdom · -and · cannibalism anywhere in the historical or 
political correctness. ethnographic record. Until now, that is. 

· Conventional wisdom regards the Hopi Mr Thrnet's findings are unusually 
Indians of Chaco Canyon in New Mexico convincing. His study of human bones and 
as a great civilisation. Their architecture other remains point to widespread slaugh­
and engineering are wonders of prehistoric ter, butchery and ·cooking. Heads · were \ America . .  Their peacefulness and egalitari- · used as containers to boil . the · brains. 
anism have made Chaco a Mecca for Myoglobin, a protein that is found only in 
followers of the New Age, seeking a skeletal and heart muscle, has been 
spirituality outside Western civilisation. identified in coprolites (fossilised human 1 And political correctness calls cannibalism excrement). That could only have been 
a myth, invented by the European invaders ingested into the intestinal tract. . 
in an attempt to justify their conquest. Unsurprisingly his demonstration .of 
conversion, enslavement and genocide. cannibalism has been met with denial and 
··The name '"'cannibal" was a Spanish libel hostility. Museums refuse to display -.his 

on the indigenous natives of the Caribbean, bones. Other academics accuse him ,  of 
just as Eskimo is an Algonquian racist slur everything from insensitivity and racialism 
('eaters of raw meat") on the lnnuit. to obsession. Truth must matter more than 
Modern anthropology treats the forbidden fashion in anthropology. The ghosts of the 
food ;.as 9<! per - cent legend, .except for - vanished Hopi deserve a cold eye not a 
survival :Cannibalism by castaways · or blind one. 

T h i s e xt ract f rom t he l eader c o l u mn < The T i me s ,  

2 8 / 1 1 / 9 8 > s h o w  h o w  ma ny academi cs ca nnot s t oma c h  

t h e t ru t h .  Te l l - t a l e  prot e i n  i n  hu ma n  e xc r e me n t  

shat t e r s a t r i ba l  l egend t o  s h o w  Co l orado I nd i a ns 

ha d h u ma n  f l e sh as a handy f a st t oad . A r t i c l e s by 
G i l e s Vlh i t t e l l  and N i ge l  Ha "fke s t sa me i ssu e ) .  

< C ont i n u e d  i n  Page 1 9 ) 
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'�lt In the a/lest b 
& Cult �Dfld: Dok lire In A . �stralia'' 

STONY GAZE by JOHi B I LL I BGSLEY <Capa l l Bann t l 0 . 95 > 

Xy i ntere&t i n  carved beads dates back to a f asc i na t i on wi t h  the epi sode 
where Ce l t i c  scho l a r  Anne Ross was c ha l l e ne ge d  by a Hex�am concrete 
worker over the provenance o f  seve ral su pposed l y  1 8 0 0-year- o l d  cared 
heads . I am curre n t l y  u pdat i ng t he bookl et I wrote on t he s u bj ect in the 
mi d-Seven t i es 

For Bi l l i ngsl e y ,  t he i nspi rat i on f or h i s  book was the crude beads on 
the f armhouses of West Yorkshi re ,  where t he mot i f  ma�es sucba remarka ole 
and l ocal i se d  appearance . .  These severec nsaa& we re be 1 u0 BE�ner·a u :;  
re�ed t o  as " Ce l t i c" , but as a l arge propor t i on were t he work 01 l 'l t h  
cen .lUry Engl i sh stonecarvers and not t h e  work of anc i ent Ce l �s .  t he � erm 
• archa i c •  was appl i e d  to the art i f ac t s .  T h i s  u psu rge in popu l ar custom 
a l so showed s i gns of deve l opment wi t h  t he �ypi cal archa i c  i orm be i ng 
t ransf ormed i nt o  t he f i rst stages t owards portra i t u re . The transi t l on 
c l earl y revealed a cruc i a l  shi f t  f r om f u nct i on <archa i c >  to aec ora� i on 
<port ra i t  head > . 

I t  is t he f ormer whi c h f orm t he t hes i s  <a PhD a c t u a l l y >  of t h i s  book , 
argu i ng t hat the a rcha i c  head is r i tua l i st i c  and ma g i ca l , a guard i a n  
f i gure . I t  i s  a l so de l i berat e l y  a ma s k  capt u r i ng t he f u ndame n t a l  
features of t he human f ace , but c r u c i a l l y  a v o i d 1 ng a n y  persona l i sed 
deta i l ,  he nce it cou l d  be anybody or no body . lts depersona l i sed aspect 
made it f i t  to stand sent i ne l  be tween the mu ndane and mag 1 ca l  rea l ms .  

The expressi on o n  archa i c  beads i s  a l so s i g n i f i cant . One i n  my 
possessi o n ,  mou l ded by Des Cra i g i s  i n  H e xham 5 0years a g o ,  i b  
unpret e nt i ous yet has a n  e n i gma t i c  cou n � e na nc e . Ei l l i ng s l y  suggests t hat 
somehow t he reve r i e  of t he mason cou l d  be 1 mpar ted i nt o  t h e  hea d ,  g 1 v 1 ng 
it an a i r  o1 mystery and l i l e l i ke a b i l i t y to be wa� c h i ng t he wor l a .  I h 1 s  
i s  t h e  stony gaze o f  t he book ' s t i t l e .  

The archa i c  heads are a l so d i scu ssed wi t h i n  a wider conte xt , b u t  even 
ecc l esi ast i ca l  grotesq u e s  are see n  as more t han s i mp l e  archi t e c � u ra l  
enterta i nment . Rather t ha n  teachi ngs of pr i es t s ,  t ney are t ne art i sans ' 
express i on of a wi der spi r i t u a l  and f o l k l or i c  l i f e ;  i ndeed depl e t i ons of 
t r�ve� e�s ·  ta l e s  �re as Bi l l i ngsl ey notes " th e  ' u r ban l ege nds'  of t he ir t i me .  1 bey llrG a l-so 1 re q u ;; nt l y  · 1 n  pos1 t 1 ons ·u1 rest n c tea v 1 s 1 ou 1 ty .  Be f ore 

.
proc�e d i ng t o  t he Utbe rwor l c  a spect o l  tne art l l ac t s ,  h e  covers such ground ao t he head in l i tera t u re and f o l k l ore ; exh i bi t i on i st f i g­u res such as the se xy shee l a - na - g i � · and -u h · d gri macers and tongue-pokers ; and hOrne d ,  muft i��� r

a��s;a�Ta��i����� · Ra t u ra l l y  as cust odian of t wo heads f roru Hexham, the cnapter on ��l es of mystery asSO;:. L'i.t..:�t w� t� .i?-F P �.i': T:� :!:�·.� ��·:= ·= ;;. :. l l y  -. r.--; .: r .: �-. :. r,,-; , 
B1 1 1 1  ngs l e y  cover� the Hexham saga i n  co

.
nd·����� · � br�: l i �l��� 1 �Ith  ot her 

h
par

i
an

l
or mal happe n l ngs , i ncl u d i ng a catal ogue ol events f ocu ssed upon e r oom " screami ng" sku l l s .  

A s  a l ong- t i me ant i q u a r i a n ,  I a l so su bsc r i o� t o  t h e  v i · . .  t he a u t h or where h i s  book reaf f i rms t hs central t b e �· i s  o
;w e xpresse.a oy 

our pl anet is a l i v i ng be i ng and t ha t  t he re i s  ener
Q 

. 
geomanc� , t hat 

f ree- f l owi ng energ i e s  oi na t u re are c e n t r&. l  t o  wbe r�y
s���h

�:a�� · l .hese 
�:e�!:�::

�d
�e��

e 
i:

e
:�e�e

·
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ALL ABOUT ADAM AHD EVE by Robert G .  G i l l ooly < Prome tbeus Books, L24 . 5 0 >  

T h i s  se l f -congratu l ator y , g l oat i ng book l eaves a nasty taste . I t  
ce l ebates a n  assu med conquest by the f ru i ts of l abou r  i n  the v i neyards 
of sc i e nce over t he f ru i t  of 'de n ,  or i g i n  of gods a ndnow the i r  twi l i ght . 
A f orm of mi l l e n i a l  c ou nter-f ervour . 

Gi l l oo l y ' s the s i s  t hat on l y  now i s  the trans i t i on f rom re l i g i on to 
sci ence unde rway is a patent f a l se hood . It  has bee n  go i ng on s i nce man 
set f oot on Earth . If  Prometbeus < t he book ' s sponsor , i ronica l l y >  gave 
man f i re , then be damned we l l  u sed h i s  own l oa f  to make it work to h i s  
advantage . 

Ce ntra l l y ,  the book cha l l enges the val i di t y  of re l i g i ons, both anci ent 
and modern,  part i cu l a r l y  Chr i st i ani t y .  Be l i e f  in a spi r i t  wor l d i s  seen 
as pu re wi bf u l  t h i n k i ng a nd page u pon page of schol arsh i p  to demonstrate 
Cj r i st i an be l i e f s  wer e  si mp l y  taken f rom more a n i ce nt c u l tures is ueant 

I to destabi l i se whatever re l i g i ous be l i e f  the reader may bol d .  
A n  aquai ntance o f  mi ne reca l l ed be i ng among� group o f  occu l t i sts whose 

barrage of argu me nt l e f t  a pr i e,t stri pped of h i s  f a i t h ,  and be poi nted 
out the wrongdoi ng f or t hey bad f a i l ed t o  l eave him with an a l ternat i ve .  

I I n  t h i s  case , mocki ng r e l i g i on and champ i o n i ng sc i e nce i s  a poor retu r n .  
. Cast i gat i ng superst i t i on ,  the author of f ers an a l te r nat i ve -- sc i e nce . 

It is here in i ta l i cs ,  bu t remi n i scent of deranged l e t t e rs to newspaper 
edi tors wi th keywords in capi t a l s ,  in col ours and u nder l i ne d .  Pathe t i c !  

On the other ban d ,  l i ke the Hart l e pool occu l t i sts , I wou l d  b e  remi ss 
i f  I d i d  not prai se G i l l oo l y ' s erudi t i on i n  chapters cove r i ng l i vi ng 
gods , human god s ,  prophecy , pr i sets , praye r .  mi rac l e s ,  exorci sm, the 
afterl i f e  and so on . His demol i t i on j ob wou l d  be qu i te persuas i ve if not 
f or the fact that most peopl e ' s  re l i g i on is l arge l y  personal and - to 
grant h i m  credi t - rather vagu e .  

For f ol k l or i st s ,  the f oreword by Asbl e y  Montagu i s  i nt e re st i ng i n  t hat 
be seems to u ndermi ne Gi l l oo l y  in promu l gat i ng the not i on t hat myths are 
not idle ta l es .  

THE VRECK OF THE T I TAN I C  FORETOLD e d i t e d  by Mart i n  Gardner 
<Prometheu E  Books, L1 4 . 99 >  

/ Yben f i rst readi ng Pauwe l s  and Be rgi er ' s  i n f l ue nt i a l  " gawn o f  Magi c" 35 
. years ago , I was struck by the i r  note about Morgan Robertson ' s  " The 

Wreck of the T i tan• - same s i z e , same mont h ,  i ce berg,  even a l most the 
same name as the 14 years i n  the f u ture T i tani c .  Thi s  nove l and repr i nts 
o f  othe r 1 9th cent u ry l i te rary works f orm t he bas i s  f rom whi ch arch­
scept i c  Gardner d i scusses precogn i t i ve aspects and l a ws of chance ��i� -­

i nt rodu c t i on argu e s  t hat the para l l e l s  are s i mp l y  c o i nc i dences and h i s  
�ref ace records react i on and u pdates to the ori g i na l  pu b l i cation.  The 
popu lar i ty of the " T i t a n i c •  f i l m and poss i bi l i ty of r a i s i ng the vesse l 

.:f rom the seabed make t h i s  a t i me l y  resurfac i ng .  

REAL I TY :  HOW I T  WORKS -- AND WHY I T  MOSTLY DOESN ' T  by Ri k Dent 
<Capal l Bann, L l 0 . 95 ) 

T h i s  is not a New Age a i r y- f a i ry bu ndl e of homi l i es , but a down-to-eart h 
phi l osophy of l i f e .  I t ' s wi sdom of a common sort -- wi t hout a capi ta! W .  
Start i ng f rom the premi se t hat be l i e f  precedes real i ty ,  I>ent i s  a l o  oi 
the opi n i on that wecrea t e o u r  own rea l i t y .  

Al ong the way t he a u t hor cheerf u l l y  sl aughters such sacred cows a s  the 
subconsc i ou s  < bu t  ret a i n i ng the col l ect ive u nconsc i ous and pen i s  e nvy > 
whi l e  pa t t i ng Schrod i nger ' s  Ca t .  In fact , he i s  a dab hand at e xpl a i n i ng 
such sc i e nt i f i c  concepts as atoms and e l ect rons to a non-sc l e nt i f 1 c berk 
l i ke me and summi ng up the Peasan t s '  Crusade i n  one sentence . 

Al l l i f e  i s  here , f r om hea l t h  and wea l th < or l ack of > to sensi ng 
• a t mosphe r�" and on to re i ncarna t i on and spi r i t u a l i sm. I t  i s  presented 
in a matey st y l e ,  o f ten q u i rky bu t memora bl e .  The messag� i s  massaged 
wi t hout any need f or deep t h i nk i ng on the reader ' s  part . 

< Cont 1 n u e d  i n  Page 1 9 )  
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� t7 50 Cheques pa ya b l e  to Dav l Q  
LETTERS TO AMBROSE KERION . 

Q. �::>
u
�i  . D�pt ot E1iuca t 1 on a l  .S t ud i e s ,  

Cornwa l l .  Adress: Psychology 
::>�:nh��i Campus ,  7 6  Sout hbrae Dr i ve ,  

U n i vers i t y  o f  Strat hc l yde , ��r 
beer is better than r e l i gl on ; t o o � n  � 

Gl asgow , GL3 l P P .  � y 
h . t 1 j ocu lar i ty .  Press re pan<> 

f a i ry ; l emmings ' sui cides anxiet��l
T:a hi larl ous 3ml thsonian �epl y  

and screen urban be l i e f  �a l es . 
' > . l a i n dat t  and u n be l i evab l e 

Pi ece was fami l i ar <but t ram where . 'l 
p 

l i k foe was here ; p r oo i s J esu s 
1 1- ear-olds · K1 roy- e d sc i ence howl ers f rom y ' 

I tal ian , Ca l i f ornian , black ; l ove an 
was Jewi sh,  I ri sh ,  Puer t o  Rican , 

hai ns ·  kldney the i t  real l t y . 
Psych i c  power cha i n  l et t e r s ,  curre nc y  c 

- �h an l ma l  rl ght s ac � i v l s t s  
d ia--l5. Pau l Sc ree ton Wl 

d d ie Magazi nes rvi e we · 
d 1 , s mou sse / mushy peas ; mi shear ra 

<a l so FF33 > ; Skoda j okes ,  Xan e son 

message s ;  Argy nome nc l at u re ; phone seam. 

-···· - - -- · ·-
a able to Northern Earth Mys te r ies 

IORIHERI EARTH . Q. t6 . Cheques
l

p 
y d Hebden Br idge � .  Yorks. ' HX7 5NP . 

Grou p ,  10 J u b i l ee Stree t ,  Mytho mr�y
t

, 
l ity · Devi l ' s �oor ; hu mmadruz ; 

Be . 7 4 .  Brief gu i de to 1 999 solar
s �i�ual iandsca pe ; qu i l t  design . P lus 

iorthumberland ' s  Kidf ield basin a � Paul Sc r e e t o n  on t he tact 
mi sce l l a ny and book and mag re�i��s . 

k Abbey <see EF32 > ; �cholarly  
and f i ct i o�f tu nne l s  around � =�sonal accou nt et Scot t i sh c o t t age 

mmat i on �rushbea r i ng custom, p 
��u nt i ng;  Dut c h  de i t y  Ne ha lenni a ' s cu l t . 

J hn Rimmar Address : J ohn Dee 
MAGON I A . Q. t5 . Cheques payable to 

C
o
b hyard . London SW 1 4  8HB . N o .  63 . 

� J T rrace Xor t l ake u rc ' , . 
�o� •age , 5 ames e ' 

t t r t he overt l y re l i g l ous 
Peter Brookesmi t h  wi nds up hi s arguman o 

ies be i ng the Holy  Grai l 
equ i va l ent of t he crashed f l y i ng sau ce r _ �t or 

t e a ques � i on i ng compu t e r  
l egend < sure l y  contemporary l ege nd shou l crat.a Ha nga r 1 8  and DreAmland ) .  

d vea l t he secrets o . d hacker to penetrate an re 
ganda t oo l  f o r  r asci� an � I 

Dav i d  S i v i e r  sees UFOs as an exce l l ent propa 
Ame r i can or igi ns ot . t he 

source of terror for the i r oppos i te� . Ch���t�!� i u ndame n� a l i s t s  and the 
sauce r myth and re l i g i ous overt one� , 

t i  of t he late Ra l ph Noye s .  Book 
anc i ent aatrona�t re l i g i on ;  apprec a on 

revi ews .  

DOWI TO BARIH.. Q mag of Pendl e ,  Hyndburn IJFO Network .  Kemb
�
rsh

:
p t��5 

���;_--�t-Ror Lushman , gg Charter Street , Accrlngton, anco . ' . . 
p . a .  Contac y 

l rF33 ) · Cydon i a ·  cat t l e  mu t i l a � l O n ,  
OSA . I ssue 4 .  Box Tunne l < usad a_so ' . ' news � · 
corn c i �r beg i nners ; i nvest i gat i ons and utolog

� as : � te ot 
Maj or art i c l e wh i c h  I i nsp i red on Heapey Ordna�c:h��o

and f ; i e na have 
br i t a i n ' s suspected strategic steam resa

�
ve

�m �ocos ke � hare a nd � he 
f ound l ocal peopl e  who recount tale: �; �te l ice Mi xed

p
bag also i ncludes 

si t e is s t i l l  v i s i ted by l or r i e s  an 
l
e po 

bdu�t i on derided ,  u io  rou nd- I 

conspi rac y ,  me d i a  stupi d i t y ,  corn c irc es , a 

up and book rev i e ws .  

N-�MAG RAG . Q .  News l e t t e r  of the Nort hern Mystery An i ma l s  G:�u p�
h

t5 . 

Payable to J C Tai t .  Address : Rose t ree Cottage , T
:
r
����

n
�e: c

�
t i

�
gs 

lorthumbe r l and , IE65 71A . Vol . 2 .  Ho. 2f Kost l�
h
� �ews it e ms cove r  

also art i c l es on sea eag l e s  and Arc t i c  axes .  
news on i ne 

f i shmonge r ' s  ni ghtmare conger ee l , . a l i e n big cat , good P 
martens and du mped terrapi ns .  Vpl 2 Ng. 3, Black dog p he nomeno n 

Pau l Screeton wi t h  Di rk van der �erf f  on a black panther 
nat i onwide ; 
si ght i n g .  

Add . l Ha l l st e ad s  C l ose , Dove HORTHHRI UFO JEWS, L6 f or s i x  i ssue s .  
SK1�

e
�;s No 1 7 9 . Edi t or Jenny 

Ho l e & ,  Buxton , H i gh Peak, Derby& h i r e ,  · · 
t . e · more Rend lesham repor s ,  

Randl es on current newsstand �FO :s:i:�:�o
� . "  Art i c l es e l se whe re , book 

Xi ni st r y  of Defence admi ts a s
pa N 180 J R  on u i o log i sts ' adve rt i s i ng 

and mag revi e ws ,  i nvest i gat i ons . �0�·------

et bi cs .  



1 B .  
NETYORK �EYS .  4 i ssues �5 . Cheques paya bl e to N , . Ayers . Address : PO Box 
2,  Lost wi t hi e l , Cor nwa l l ,  P L22 O Y Y . N� La nd a t  t heg i a nts i ssue . 
Focus on Bodmi n terrest r i a l  zodiac , taxi ng i n  mystery big  ca ts , Dan i e l  
Gumb , J G Ba l l a r d ,  wi tche s '  sa lve conspi rac i es,  sha ma n i c  f l i ght , deviant 
sexu a l i t y ,  brai n ' s i nne r landscape , chaos theory ,  Xi l l en i u m  dome ,  
Temp l ars and Corn i sh tropi ca l ra i nf orest proj ect .  A l l the latest on 
Di ana ha ppe n i ngs . P l u s  condenses i nterna t i o na l  ne ws ,  i nc l ud i ng mu t i lated 
do l ph i n deat hs , Chr i st ' s b i rt nh redated and C �a l l anish bu i i t  by an 
al cohol cu l t !  New t o me and t horoughl y recommende d .  

THE r sy  HUNTER J OURlfAL . .  Three issues t7 ; USA S 1 8 .  From PO Box 1 8 0 ,  
Str ou d , G l os . , GL5 1 YH .  � .  A Scot t ish Val l ey o f  t he K i ngs 
< K i l mar t i n )  a l i gnment in the old order style of  lay-hu nt i ng ;  mysteries 
of the Maya s ;  Long Man of Y i l mi ngton reassessed <and no Dodman 
reference > ;  German dea t h  road and corpse f l i ght path folkta l e ;  plus 
evi dence of mega l i t hs and Neo l i thic astronomy i n  Egypt , more fu nera l 
pat h  lore , mi sce l l a ny , reviews and let t e rs .  JJo. 132 <su b now t.l2 . . Goes · 
annu a l fr om spr i ng 1 999 -- and to t h i nk I ran it mont h l y  i n  t he ear l y  

Sevent i e s  at l s .  4 d .  a copy ! 'ih a t  pr i ce progress'?) U l r i c b.  Jl!agi n ,  i n  a 

book re v i e w  a rt i c l e ,  argues t hat A l by Stone contradi c t s  h i s  own 
a rguments in an assessment of the l ey as sha ma n i c  spi r i t pa th theory ; 

r i t u a l  Goddess landscape at Cret e ;  Goddess l andscape s i mu l acra and 
anthropomorphi sm in Dnrse t ; l andsca pe geomet r y  i n I nd i a . 

FORTEAN T I MES ,  Ne ws -sta nd �2 . 5 0 .  � Church of  J ohn t he Bapt i s t ; 
di sappo i nt i ng! s. A f r ican man-ape poss i b i l i t y'; " free e ne rgy" ; 1997 ABC 
round- u p;  pr i me di nosau r e xt i nc t i on theory quest i oned ; Antarct ica comes 
in f rom the co l d ;  c h i l dren who murde r ;  Cha r l e s  Fdrt I nst i tute i mpetus . �. 
11£· Hi story of a l i e n  ac t i v i t y  on Xoon revi ewed ; t he Jaw Egyptolog i sts ; 
Grand Duchess Anastasi a  mystery; UnConvent i on report .  Jo. 1 13 .  
Baf f l i ng , to me ,  c l a i ms  o f  mi crowave harrassment ; synaesthesia < c h i mes 
of f reedom f l ashi ng? > ; BVK si ghti ng& on We lsh farm;  Church of the 
Su bGeni us exp l a i ned . No . 1 1 4 .  U f o l ogy ' s psychosoc i al  hypothesis 
exami ned ;  b e e s  s e e n  as more than a c l assroom d i strac t i on when 
rel aasedf rom a matchbox < we ' ve a l l  done i t > ; l ac k  of earl y  UFO crash 
mate r i a l  in c l ass i f i ed l i tera t u re ;  J a pa nese u nderwa ter eni gma . Let ters 
i nc l ude Pau l Screeton on new estate showhouses havi ng shrunken f u rn i ture 
to create an opt i ca l i l l u s i on <a sen i or j ou r na l i st I overheard c l a i med 
the re was a fac tory i n  the Jort h-East spec i f ica l l y  creat i ng t h i s  " do l l ' s  
house• decept i o n > . Each i ssue has worl dw i de rev i e w  and reviews. 

No . 1 15 .  J ohn B i l l i ngs l a y e xpa nds <f rom Nort hern Earth>  u pon the 

hummadruz phe nome non ; adventu res of Cromwe l ' s  head;  Au rora a i rs h i p  crash · 

-- t r u e  or hoa x ;  Sony and c l a i rvoyance ; mi grai ne expe r ienced as t he 

" ce l est i a l  c i t y" ;  US assas i na t i ons and mi nd contr o l . Ho 116. Daman­

hu ri ans ' st ra nge eart h power be l ie f s ;  pesky Auss i e  pol t e rge i sts;  was 

wart i me  spi ri tua l i st He l e n  Duncan a f raud? Ho 117 Was Akhenaten an 
a xt ra t e r re t r i a l ? ;  drug mu mmdes mystery;  p i l gr i ma ge to comatose US gi r l . 

THE DRAGON CHRON I CL E .  4 i ssues t7 . Samp l e  �2 . Cheques payable t o  
-
Dragon ' s  Head Press : P O  Box 3369 , London SY6 6J I .  � Hi ghl i ghts 

i nc l ude : Ya l e s '  last dragon < two art i cles on Newcas t l e  Eml yn> ; St . 

George ; Whi t by ammon i te s ;  ramblers outmanouvre beast l y  Lord Lambton; 

Peak D i st r i c t  dragons ; Aust rian dragonl ore ; Ri pen Cat hedral .  Each i ssue 

a l so cont a i ns a use f u l  Dragonsphere supp l e me nt of smal l  press rev i e ws .  

Jo.  1 3 .  G l oucestersh i re ' s Deerhu rst drago n ;  Somerset ' s  D i nder dragon ; 

dragon d i spl ays ; Roma n i a n  dragons < � >  i poems. !2..:__1.!: Compost t e  

nat u re of  dragons for me r  through survey of cent u r i es of artwork 

perta i n i ng to SS George and Xichae l ;  seme n  of var i ous creatures 

i ntermi ngl i ng to create • fermenta t i onal pu t re fact i on• t heory for dragon 

ori gi n ; Pau l Screet o n  on t a l e s  of t he Lambton f ami l y ;  Frenc h  dragons ; 

ammoni tes embedded as house protect i o n .  

.. . 

. .  

• 

TOUCHSTONE . News l e t t e r  of t he Su rre y Eart h Xyste r 1 es Grou p .  �� = or � .  
Cheques paya bl e t o  J Goddard.  Address : 2 5  Al ba rt Roa d ,  Aad l e s t �ne , Ja y ­
br i dge , Su rrey , KT 1 5  2PX . � Geomant i c  Surrey v i l l age ; a ne rgy l i ne 
dows i ng ; Derbyshi re tracks . Notes and news . � · gd1 t or �o� nt s o n  
l ay fratarni ty  " sc h i sm" ; su bconc t ous s 1  t i ng on Surrey l a y  t o l l awea by 
bicyc l e ; Ki ngl e y Va l e  ene rgy l a ys ; French sa l t  l i ne s  o f  l ong 1 t uda a na 
lat i t u de ; nice lay poem.  � Modern " standi ng s t o nes" 1 n  
Glast onbu ry ;  eccentr i c  St A l dha l m  and l a y  hunt i ng i n  So me rse t ; Auc l ant 
Sacred Landmark Net work sa t u p ;  hol y wa l l s  proj ect ; s p e c u l a t i ve ear t h  
a nergi es piece whi c h  c l a i ms  l a y l i nes or i g i nat e f rom o u ts i aa t �a Sarth. 
�· Surre y ,  Oxen and Dorse t  l a ys ; Cornish tota l 1 t y  i nvas i on r ears.  

�· Same pri ce a n d  address a s  Touchst one . ��· Myst ery i l y i ng 
black t r i ansl es ; ne w moral pan i c  about Satanic UFOs f r om c l ergy ; Ge orga 
Adamski ; ci gar-shaped cra f t  wi t nessed by ed i t or ; UFO c ontac t ee R i chard 
Ki l l e r ;  Gat wi ck we i rdness. �· Supposed envi ronme nts o i  ot her 
planets; dayl i ght d i sc spot ted by editor;  mora Adamsk i .  N� 1 9 7 6  
ta l k  by cont actee Gaorge Va n TaSGa l < c� > ; mode r n  Swe d i sh contacte e ; 
Phi l i p  Rodgars ' free a nergy machi ne coi l e xp l a i ned ;  Adamski rememoerad.  
�· Encou nter / t e l e pathy e xt racts f rom T i m  Good boo k .  

<Cont i nued f rom Pase 1 6 )  

Kuch i s  genu i ne l y  f u nny . Exa mpl e of " pe rsona l j udg me nt " :  " So t�ere ' s 
t h i s  gu y hi tchi ng a r i de , he has a p i nk moh i c a n  ha i rc u t , a co bwe b 
tat t ooed on hi s face , no trousers and is carryi ng a c ha i nsaw . . .  w1 t h  
the eng i ne runni ng . Do y o u  a )  say " Le t ' s  not j udge a book by 1 t s  cover ,  
s h i f t  over Su sa n ,  h a  can s i t  ne xt t o  you "  o r  b >  shou"t " Awoogna , Awoogna , 
psychopa t h a l ert" a nd press t he go peda l a b i t  harda r " 

I suspect t h i s  book wi l l  become sQllle t h i ng of--: .). tni nor cu l t c l ass i c .  

<Cont i nued f rom Page 1 4 >  

EQU I NE CR I ME .  Ani ma l  mu t i l at i ons have been r i f e  i n  t he USA and re l at ­
ive l y common i n  the UK, - whe re n o  o n e  has bee n  prosec u ted for daades.  
Here -- The Horse Ri ppers by Se bast i an O ' Ka l l y < The I ndy on Su nday, 8 / 1 1 / 98 ) -- a German e pi de mi c which began i n  1992 i s  st u d i ed w1 t h 1 n t he _i nterna t i onal context . I n  Ge rmany peopl e have bea n convi cted oi sexua l  -��ts wi th horses and t he i r  su bseque nt sl ashi ng .  The art i c l e  c a n:a  ahead ;

i
�ymposi u m  at whi c h  it was hoped to def i ne a c l ea r  psychol ogi ca l  pro e of t he type l iab l e to r i p horses < Credi t :  D r  A s L Rae > 

CAT R I PPER.  Cats and ra b b i t s  hare but wi t h  a fear t ha t  t he mu t i lator 
mi ght st r i ke at humans . The RSPCA fears up to 1 0 0  sma l l  a n i ma l s cou l a  
have been s l a i n  i n  London a nd t he Sou t h-East ; many of t h e  sa r i a l  v i ct i ms  
be i ng l a i d  out i n  r i tua l i s t i c  fash i on < I ndependent of Su nday, 2 2 / 1 1 / 98 .  
Cred i t :  Dr A S L Raa > 

OPEI THE BOX! Fol l owi ng u pon Rory Lu shman ' s  p i ece < FF33 : 6- l l >  on 

tunne ls under Box H i l l  on t he London to Bristol ra i l  l i ne ,  camaan 
i l l ustrated accou n t  of an 8 0- acra l a byr 1nt 1 ne u ndargou nd ammu n i t i on 

store . John Baxt e r ' s " Secrets a nd L i nes" t o l d  t he story of t he secret 
r� � l way ope ra t i on <Steam Yor 1 d ,  Sept e mbe r 1998 > . 
CAT BEHA V I OUR :·- Thapopu l ar - -ba l i ef t hat cats are at t rac ted to peo pl e who 
disl ike them is dismiSGed as myth be sc i e nt i f i c  scru t i ny .  Su ppose d l y 
demo l i shi ng t h i s  cornerstone of f e l i ne folkl ore , Sou t hampton U n1 ve rs 1 ty 
researche rs v i deotaped t he i nterac t i ons. betwe e n  1 6 me n  and 8 ca ts . They 
found t he cats pa i d  more a t te nt i on t o  t he l i ke r s .  My wi f e and dau ghter 

· disl i ke cats and I ' ve seen p u b  cats make a bee l i ne f o r  bot h  se parat e l y 
< D .  Ta l eg, 5/ 9/98 > 

KASOi i C  PLAI . • Maver i ck ant i -estab l i shment f i gu re" au thor and eng i neer 
James G i l hool e y  has c l a i med Edi nburgh ' s  1 8t h century New Town was bu i l t 
by free masons to - t he same esote r i c  pri nc i p l es as the Great Pyrami d  a nd 

Temple of So l omo n .  I ts l ength d i vi ded by breadt h comi ng to 3 .  1 4 12 ,  
a l most p i  <The Scotsman , 2 4 / 1 1 / 98 . Credi t  Dr A S L Rae > 

1 9. 
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Dear Paul, 

From Steve Sneyd, Huddersfield 
• Gone West• as London rou te to gal l ows < FF33 : 1 7> : 
seems to me a post-expl anat i on of an i mmemor i a l  � ­
concept . Dead went west such as Egypt ian Western ' 
Lands, Ce l ts'  after l i f e  i s l ands a l l  l ay to west , 
e tc . , etc.  

· 

_ ..... __ _____ ____ 

thanks for the copies of FF, I've enclosed 3 and 4 of MM for your 
enjoyment. , 

I was interested in the Welbe ck Abbey article. About five years ago 
while I was in my "army = conspiracy" stage. I infiltrated Welbeck (sounds good 
that) which was and still is an army 1:raining college. I got a job with their 
gardeners "countrywide" and had free range of the abbey, and I have a couple 
of points which may or may not be of interest to you. 

When I first arrived at Welbeck I was given a m�p that showed five 
under ground tunnels leading from the underground courtyard at Welbeck 
abbey. All five were still had visible exits I entrances. Most lead to destinations 
outside the grounds )e fields, woods but two lead to the grounds. 

The underground ballroom looks like a space age "secret building" and 
thus I was disappointed at the time that it was just the largest underground 
ballroom in Europe. 

The grounds at Welbeck contain old statues and sunken I hidden 
gardens. Of course this lead to the recruits reporting ghosts, moving statues 
and the like. One day while I was cutting the roman sunken garden grass, my 
friend apparently watched me cut the grass in front of the abbey. Later when 
our boss arrived he told us about the "ghostly gardener". My friend left soon 
after mainly due to the lack of expl.:,nation behind the ghost. 

We were also told by our fascist superior about the Lady of the abbey. 
(She wasn't a ghost but the owner ::>f Welbeck and the house across the 
river). When ever we heard the lady riding her horse or walking we must switch 
off our machinery and turn the other way. Being a typical Yorkshireman I 
looked at her but alas, she wasn't disfigured but looked like an older version of 
M. Thatcher. 

I will leave you with this last story ... My friend was cutting the river banl< 
grass in the tractor when he decided to cross the bridge leading to the lady's 
house. He cut oneside of the bridg·� and when he returned he heard three 
loud bangs and a "tch" noise. lt wa�; only when he got back to our garage did 
he realise that the gamekeeper had shot the back of the tractor! !  

I 've just remembered one thing that may be of some interest. everyday 
during our travels we would find huge amounts of dead animals. Fish, 
squirrels, birds ,you name it ,we four.d it dead. We analysed a couple of the 
corpses and found nothing. We as�;umed they must have been poisoned or 
gassed. 

Thanks again Paul and I ' ll kee p in touch. Looking forward to the new 
book, and I 'm sure Ade Dimmick is too. 

Martin Jeffrey, 
Scrounger and Editor for Mystery tvlaga2;io�. 

From St � v e  Y.i dd l e t on , Brighton 

It tu rns out t h a t  b i rd - e a t i ng spi ders do actua l l y  eat bi rds < FT32 : 12 > , 
bu t i t s a rare occu rre nce due to the sp i de r s  be i ng nocturna l h u n t e r s .  
Perhaps i n  u rba n areas t hey f orage t hrough b i ns f or Ke ntucky F r i ed .  

F:- i n t <e c  t.·: E:n,i a ·: ,  1 7  Langbank A v e nu e: , Ri st:' f'ark , tl ot � i ng llan; 
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